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Dear Parents, 
 
 Welcome to the second month of school!  Our 
students and staff continue to work on respect as a core 
trait of our school environment. This is an ongoing 
endeavor that we must always keep at the forefront of 
all that we do. All the students will take a perception 
survey this month to check on how we are doing. We 
have begun to use students trained in peer mediation, 
conflict resolution and communication skills to assist 
in the discipline process at Liberty Bell. A principal’s 
cabinet has been established with students, parents and 
teachers to discuss issues pertinent to the school. The 
goal of this cabinet is to enhance communication with 
all of these stakeholders. The WASL scores have been 
sent home, we have had our Open House, and this is 
our year to explore different options for teaching and 
learning.  
 Our WASL scores are among the highest in 
the state, with 91.9% of the 10th grade students meet-
ing the standard in reading,   94.4 % meeting the stan-
dard in writing and 78.9% meeting the standard in 
math.  The 8th grade students also excelled, with 78% 
meeting standard in reading and 70.7% meeting the 
standard in math. The 7th grade students also did well 
with 75.8 % meeting the standard in reading, 63.6% 
obtaining the standard in writing and 75.8 % meeting 
the standard in math. We are still working on meeting 
the standard in science by aligning our curriculum to 
the science Grade Level Expectations (GLE’s). A huge 
thank you to all the students, staff and parents for tak-
ing the test seriously. For those students who did not 
meet the standards, a group of teachers are meeting to 
write student learning plans to address the areas where 
the student may need additional assistance.  I will be 

available during parent-teacher conferences to go over 
the plans for the 9th and 10th grade students, to discuss 
strategies for success and include your input in the 
plan. Be sure to schedule an appointment to meet with 
me at that time. 
 We appreciate all the parents and community 
members for coming to Open House. We had presenta-
tions from the teachers who attended Advanced Place-
ment Institutes and from several people who attended 
the Denver Conference on Reinventing Schools.  In 
speaking with representatives from the Reinventing 
Schools coalition, they are willing to provide funding 
for ten people — students,  teachers and community 
members — to visit a school in Alaska in January 
where they teach using a standards-based approach. 
They are willing to fund sophomores and juniors so we 
will be asking the student council to take on this lead-
ership role. I will keep you updated as I receive more 
information. Please let me know if you are interested 
in traveling to Alaska in January. A big thank you to 
Linda Wilson and the foods class for providing re-
freshments at the Open House. I would also like to 
thank the ASB officers for their willingness to hand 
out schedules.  

I look forward to the sec-
ond month of school and all the 
learning and events to come. It is a 
pleasure to work with such a dedi-
cated staff and with all of your 
students.    
 
Respectfully, 
 
Deborah DeKalb 
 

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences  
November 13-16 

 
 Evening conferences will be held on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, Nov. 13 & 14, from 6-8:30 p.m. 
 Afternoon conferences will be scheduled on 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 15 & 16, from 1-3:30 p.m. 
 You may call the office, 996-2215, beginning 
Nov. 1 to schedule a conference time. 
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CLASS OF 2008 
 Now is the time to get serious about your post secondary options and develop a preliminary list of  
colleges or trade schools. Try to arrange visits to these colleges and/or technical schools to help you to get a feel 
for the institution and whether it will suit your needs.  Keep working hard! Post secondary schools look carefully at 
the senior year to see that students are keeping up with past performance. 
 
HONORS DIPLOMA 
 If you plan to earn an Honors Diploma, it is important that you make sure you have all the requirements. 
Please let Sharlene Cardoza know if you wish to pursue this opportunity.  If you are planning to do an independent 
project, you must set up an appointment to meet with the Honors committee.  All projects must be approved by 
October 15, 2007.  
PSAT 
 The PSAT will be given in the multi-purpose room at school on Wednesday, October 17, beginning 
promptly at 8:30 a.m.  It is the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test for juniors.  Sophomores may also take 
the test in order to practice. The early release schedule that day will have the high school lunch at 12:00 to allow 
test takers the time needed to finish.  
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
· Apply for the Coca Cola scholarship online at: www.coca-colascholars.org. 
· Outstanding Students of America Scholarship applications available in the counseling office. 
· Peterson’s Guide 2 and 4 year National College Information and individual college catalogs are located in the 

library.   
· Check out colleges online and get scholarship and financial aid information.  
 www.salliemae.com   Planning and paying for college: FAFSA form 
 www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov   Financial aid eligibility analysis 
 www.ccs.spokane.cc.wa.us  Community colleges of Spokane 
 www.fastweb.com   Scholarship search 
 www.finaid.org    Financial aid 
 www.studentservices.com   College information 
 www.petersons.com   Peterson’s Education Center 
 www.review.com    Princeton Review 
 www.yahoo.com/education  Yahoo Education Home Page 
 www.usmail.com/college   Internet college exchange 
 www.gocollege.com   Scholarship search 
 www.collegeboard.com   PSAT and SAT information 
 www.actstudent.org   ACT test information  
· If you choose early decision to a college, plan to have the completed applications to the counseling office by  
        October 26. 
· Decide now who to ask for a recommendation. Utilize your resume to assist in this effort. 
· PSAT, SAT, and ACT practice test booklets available in the counselor’s office. 
    

COLLEGE TESTING 
SAT  Fee: $43.00 
October 6 Liberty Bell  Register by:  Late registration September 14 
November 3 Omak          Late registration October 11 
ACT  Fee: No writing: $30.00. With writing: $44.50.      
October  27 Omak     September 21 
December 8 Liberty Bell    November 2  
        
If students or parents have any questions, please feel free to contact Sharlene Cardoza by phone, email, or by stop-
ping by her office. 996-2215 or scardoza@methow.org. 
 



Principal’s Cabinet  
begins meeting 

 
 The Principal’s Cabinet, a new advisory 
group established this year by Principal Deborah 
DeKalb, began meeting in September. 
 To provide the principal with a variety of 
perspectives on school and student needs, the cabinet 
includes students, faculty, school board and commu-
nity members. Membership of the group will change 
each quarter. 

  The cabinet will  identify issues at Liberty 
Bell that impede student learning, determine which 
issues are priorities, and work to find solutions. 
 The group first identified a number of suc-
cesses that are taking place at Liberty Bell. These  
included the new peer mediation training, new ad-
vanced placement opportunities, a senior class that is 
supportive of younger students, teachers working to-
gether as a team, positive feedback from new seventh 
grade students, and teachers being willing to work 
with students on individual needs. 
 The cabinet then began work on identifying 
concerns. During the second meeting the group voted 
on the top three concerns to include; difficulties posed 
by a seven-period schedule, school culture and inde-
pendent learning.   
 During future meetings, the group will con-
tinue  to address these issues to improve education at 
Liberty Bell. 
   
  

  
   

Tutors needed  
 
 With the help of volunteer tutors, tutoring is 
available to Liberty Bell students who need help with 
their academics. We need volunteers this year to assist 
students in grades 7-12 in all academic areas.  Please 
call Valerie Potts, 996-2215, if you can offer your 
help. 
 Transportation will be provided on Mondays 
and Thursday to Twisp at 5:00 pm.  
 Thanks to Public School Funding Alliance for 
providing funds for our tutoring  program coordinator. 

College Fairs offer a chance to  
explore your future 

 
 Students can learn about colleges around the 
nation by attending an upcoming National College Fair 
in our region. 
 Free and open to the public, the college fairs 
allow students to meet and talk with admissions repre-
sentatives from a wide range of post-secondary institu-
tions to discuss course offerings, admissions and     
financial aid requirements, college life, and other   
information to help students select a school. 
 Liberty Bell will take 11th grade students by 
bus to the College Fair in Spokane on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 30.  The bus will leave at 7:00 a.m. and return at 
approx. 4:30 p.m.  Sharlene Cardoza will talk with 
juniors about signing up to attend the fair. Parents of  
juniors are needed as chaperones for the trip.   Contact 
Ms. Cardoza at 996-2215 if  interested. 
 A Performing and Visual Arts College Fair 
will be held at the Seattle Center, also on Oct. 30, from 
7-9 p.m. 
 Another College Fair will  be held at the State 
Convention Center in Seattle on Sunday, Nov. 4 from 
12-4 p.m., and Monday, Nov. 5 from 9 a.m.-noon.  

Website offers career information 
 

 The Methow Valley School District sponsors 
the use of WOIS for all patrons of the school district.  
WOIS, the Washington Occupational Information Sys-
tem, is a website which offers everything from  
assessments to help you match your interests to career 
possibilities to research about Washington State 
schools that offer different training programs. 
 For the last month Seniors at LBHS have 
been working on interest profiles, researching careers 
and presenting their findings to their class mates. 
 Kelli Campbell and Kindra Oliveros were 
first to present explaining the duties of an interior de-
signer.  The Seniors will increase their knowledge base 
about career opportunities throughout the year. 
 Parents can access WOIS by going to the 
WOIS website at www.wois.org and logging in as lbhs 
with the password of nhn922. 
 Try it out, especially if your student has ques-
tions about careers or where to go to get that degree. 
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SENIORS! 

Wallet size senior pictures on photo-
graphic paper or CD’s (jpeg) should be 
given to Jane Orme by Dec. 1.  Other pic-
tures will be collected at a later date for 
the slide show, the framed class picture 
and the MV News. 

Angie Breed Scholarship 
 
 This $1,000 scholarship is awarded in 
June in honor of Angie Breed, and as a way to 
make a positive contribution toward teen aware-
ness of alternatives to drinking and the dangers of 
riding with someone under the influence of alco-
hol. The guidelines are: 
 

1. By Oct 8th, interested students will sign a 
pledge committing not to drink at all dur-
ing their senior year at  Liberty Bell. 

2. Each applicant will also pledge not to get 
into a car with a driver who has been 
drinking. 

3. Each applicant will perform community 
service. This service will be a teen-
related activity or service that helps make 
teens more aware of the possibilities for a 
“clean fun”   environment. 

4. Applicants must be passing with a 2.0 
GPA or better, and not failing any 
classes.  

 
Contact Sharlene Cardoza if you are interested. 

JUNIORS 
Explore...Plan...Prepare 

 
FALL 
Take the PSAT/NMSQT 
Get PSAT/NMSQT tips and a free practice test on the 
collegeboard web site. 
 
Start Your College Search 
* Start with you: Make lists of your abilities, prefer-

ences, and personal qualities. List things you may 
want to study and do in college. 

* Jumpstart your college planning by reading about 
majors and careers. 

* Use College Search on collegeboard.com to find 
colleges with the right characteristics.  

 
Start Thinking about Financial Aid 
Talk to your counselor about your college plans. Use 
financial aid calculators (available on the collegeboard 
web site) to estimate your aid eligibility and college 
costs. 
 
WINTER 
Plan Your Spring Testing Schedule 
* You can take either the SAT Reasoning Test or up 

to three SAT Subject Tests on one test day. See 
the SAT schedule of test dates and register online 
for the SAT at www.collegeboard.com. 

* Your PSAT/NMSQT Score Reports arrives in 
December. Use it to improve your skills and pre-
pare for the SAT. Practice at collegeboard.com/
psatextra. 

 
SPRING 
Get Ready for the SAT 
Visit the SAT Preparation Center (online) to take a 
free full-length official practice test and get a score 
and skills report. Be sure to sign up for the official 
SAT Question of the Day for daily practice. 
 
Explore Colleges 
Start visiting local colleges; large, small, public and 
private. Get a feel for what works for you. Develop a 
list of 15-20 colleges that interest you. Search for col-
leges and use My College List on the collegeboard 
web site.  
 
Plan Ahead for the Summer and Senior Year 
Review your senior year class schedule with your 
counselor. Challenge yourself with honors and AP 
classes and stick with the sequences you’ve begun, in 
languages, for example.  
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 Need a cozy dog house for your dog?   
Liberty Bell students in the Construction class have 
made a great looking dog house from a design created 
by the Humane Society. The dog house has a wind 
break and partition wall!  It measures approximately 
56 inches x 48 inches x 42 inches. If you have a  
medium to large dog, this is the dog house for your 
pet.  
 It is for sale for $125, the cost of materials.  
The proceeds will go back into the general shop fund 
for future student projects.   
 Interested? Contact Bob Wilson, 996-2215 or 
bwilson@methow.org. 

Construction class offers dog  
houses for sale 

Junior High Math Teams Gears Up 
for 2007-08 competitions 

 
 Liberty Bell Junior High will once again be 
participating in two nationwide math competitions this 
winter.  The first, called the AMC8, is a 25-question 
exam given to over 100,000 middle-schoolers through-
out the country.  Last year, all LBJHS participants 
scored at or above the national average on the 
AMC8.  This year’s exam will be held in November, 
and eligible students will be notified by their math 
teacher or the local AMC8 coordinator. 
 Following the AMC8, the junior high Math-
Counts team will continue preparations for their  
regional competition in February.  The group will be-
gin meeting in October and will practice throughout 
the winter.  The official school team will include 8th 
graders David Lone, Keelan Christensen and Dillon 
Szafas, and 7th grader Nick Saunders.  Other students 
will be invited to participate as members of the alter-
nate school team.  All team members will attend the 
regional competition in Wenatchee, and all are eligible 
to advance to the state competition in March. Liberty 
Bell has sent students to state for the past three 
years.  This year’s team will be coached by Liz  
Johnson, in her seventh year of math team coaching. 

Child Find Notice 
 
 The Methow Valley School District is seek-
ing young people from birth to age 21 who may need 
special education services.  Special education is pro-
vided to those who have concerns with hearing, vision, 
speech, language development, learning, behavior, 
developmental delays, health, birth defects, orthopedic 
or spinal problems, birth defects, autism or any other 
disabilities.  Special services include specialized edu-
cational classes, speech and language therapy, physical 
and occupational therapy, psychological testing, coun-
seling, transportation and any other assistance neces-
sary. 
 Parents or guardians with children having any 
of these conditions or problems or needing these ser-
vices are encouraged to contact special education coor-
dinator Karen L. Fisher at:  Methow Valley Elemen-
tary School; 18 Twin Lakes Rd.; Winthrop WA  
98862-9713; phone 996-2186. 

Office Information 
 
If your student is absent due to illness or family 
emergency, homework requests can be made by call-
ing the office before 8:30 AM.  This allows the office  
staff  to give the requests to each teacher before their 
prep period.  Homework requested can be picked up 
at the office between 3:20 PM and 4:00 PM. 
 
Reminder: 
Students need to check in at the office with a note to 
receive an Admit to Class slip upon returning to 
school following an absence that has not been pre 
arranged. 
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Parents Make A Difference! 
 

At home: 
 Four things that parents control,  explain 88% 
of the difference in student math scores and 91% of the 
difference in reading scores.  They are: 
* Student attendance at school; 
* The variety of available reading materials in the 

home; 
* The amount of TV children watch; 
* The amount of time parents read to children. 
 
At school: 
 Teens with highly involved parents are three 
times more likely to earn a bachelor’s degree. 
 

What Can You Do Now? 
 

Take these four steps to insure your teen’s future  
success: 
* Help your teen identify interests and abilities. 
* Help your high school teen acquire the skills that 

are necessary to successfully pursue any post-
secondary educational path. 

* Help your teen plan an appropriate, affordable 
post-secondary education. 

* Help your teen take advantage of all post-
secondary programs available in high school. 

Skyward provides student 
information on-line 

 
 Students and parents can stay informed about 
grades, attendance and other important information 
through Skyward, the school district’s on-line informa-
tion source. If you don’t have a user name and pass-
word, please email skyward@methow.org and you 
will be provided with the information you need. Your 
user name and password stay active year to year.  
Information on Skyward includes student schedules, 
links to grades, attendance and lunch account balances. 

Beyond the Golden Rule 
How to teach and talk to kids  

about tolerance 
 

Parents As Teachers 
 
 There are times when parents must explain 
things that are painful and unfair—racism, sexism, 
stereotypes, hate.  Times when we must comfort our 
children, times to help them learn that life isn’t always 
kind or fair.  Here are some lessons that apply in 
nearly every situation: 
* Be honest:  When parents speak  openly and hon-

estly, they help prepare children to face and chal-
lenge issues of bigotry, sexism and stereotypes 
when they arise.   

* Lead by example:  As parents, we are our kids’ 
first teachers.  When it comes to teaching toler-
ance, actions speak louder than words.  

* Speak out:  Take a stand when you witness injus-
tice.  Challenge racism, bigotry and stereotypes, 
and encourage your child to take action, too. 

 
Teach your child how to stand up for him/herself and 
speak out about injustice in an appropriate manner. 
 

 
Standards for Extracurricular Activities 

 
Following are Liberty Bell’s  standards for extra cur-
ricular activities.  These include home games, con-
certs, plays, and other activities.  Please let us know if 
you have any suggestions. 

 
Please WALK in the halls. 
Keep your playing balls at home. 
Keep your skate boards at home. 
Be responsible for yourself. 
Elementary age students must remain with an 

adult during the event. 
Be respectful with your language and  
 actions. 
Show good sportsmanship. 
Please remember- You are here to watch the event 

and we ask you to stay in the venue. 
 

 
Thank You! 

 
 


