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School will be held February 15 
 
School will be held on February 15,  originally 
scheduled as a snow day, to make up for classes 
cancelled due to weather last month.  

Dear Parents, 
Welcome to second semester. We fin-

ished the semester with a Methow Arts Assembly 
featuring comedian Daniel Packard.  First semes-
ter grades will be sent home on February 8.  
Please note that your student will not receive a 
report card if there are any fines due. I’d like to 
draw attention to the School Report Card that is 
now available on our website, www.methow.org. 
A group of teachers, administrators, students, par-
ents, community members, and a board member 
are all traveling to Anchorage, Alaska to learn 
more about standards-based education. Please 
visit www.reinventingschools.org for more infor-
mation. The staff and I are exploring different 
scheduling options for next year, and a 180 day 
waiver for collaboration and professional devel-
opment. We just began a book study of What 
Works in Schools by Robert Marzano. 

I’d like to personally thank Methow Arts 
and the Public School Funding Alliance for spon-
soring the assemblies brought to us through 
Methow Arts. The comedian was a great way to 
end the first semester. We handed out ice cream 
bars at the end of the assembly and look forward 
to the second semester. We will be holding addi-
tional assemblies to enable the staff to collabo-
rate. The ASB and the leadership class are in the 
process of planning these assemblies. 

The School Report Card is an informative 
document that highlights the district’s and 
school’s mission and the Washington Assessment 
of Student Learning results as compared to the 
state scores and the trends over the past several 
years.  In addition this report includes demo-

graphics, the annual budget report, the status of 
the facilities, and a description of the school im-
provement plans.  

It’s so exciting to travel to Alaska to 
learn about standards-based education and to visit 
Highland Tech School, which is following the 
model. We attend the 2008 Millennium Confer-
ence Jan. 31–Feb. 2 and visit the school Feb. 4 & 
5. Students and educators from Alaska will visit 
Liberty Bell on Feb. 19 & 20 with a public pres-
entation Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. in the commons.  

The staff is exploring different schedul-
ing options including five period and six-period 
days, and a seven- period day with an independ-
ent study/advisor-advisee period imbedded in the 
schedule. Please let us know your thoughts on 
these options. In the spring, this will be presented 
to the board for approval. We are writing a 180 
day waiver to the State Board of Education to 
provide for six days of collaboration and profes-
sional development next year. These days will all 
be held on Fridays and spread throughout the 
school year.  

A fond thank you to PSFA for funding 
the book, What Works in Schools by Robert Mar-
zano. The staff is studying this book as a part of 
our professional learning communities. Robert 
Marzano “establishes positive approaches that 
can make the long-held dream of effective public 
education a reality.” We strive to advance our 
level of effectiveness and look forward to imple-
menting some of these successful strategies.  
 
Sincerely, 
Deborah DeKalb 



Methow school and community 
members explore educational  
reform during visit to Alaska 

 
 More than 20 community members, 
teachers, administrators and students from the 
Methow Valley made a trip to Anchorage in 
early February to learn more about the educa-
tional model developed by the Reinventing 
Schools Coalition (RISC). 
 The visit included a three-day sympo-
sium held Jan. 31 – Feb. 2 that went into 
depth about the RISC model of public educa-
tion. On Feb. 4 and 5 the Methow Valley 
group visited Highland Tech High School, a 
charter school in Anchorage that uses the 
RISC educational approach. The school visit 
gave a first-hand view of how the system 
works, and a chance to talk with students, 
teachers and community members.   

The approach emphasizes allowing 
students to take ownership of their educa-
tional careers. The model was first put in 
place in Alaska’s Chugach School District, 
which subsequently won the 2001 Malcolm 
Baldridge National Award for creating a suc-
cessful performance system using input from 
schools, communities and businesses.  

RISC describes its approach as 
“systemic change” based on four compo-
nents: (1) shared vision and (2) leadership 
among all stakeholders (students, parents, 
teachers, community members and business 
partners); (3) standards-based education in-
volving innovative thinking and teaching 
through relevant standards, aligned assess-
ments, and meaningful reporting; and (4) 
continuous improvement to foster excellence. 

RISC provides technical and financial 
assistance to other school districts that are 
interested in instituting change in their educa-
tional systems. Last spring representatives of 
RISC and schools using the RISC model 
came to Liberty Bell for a one-day workshop 
to provide information and answer questions 

about school reform. In July several teachers, 
administrators and community members were 
provided funding by RISC to attend a confer-
ence in Denver. Funding for the trip to An-
chorage, including travel and lodging, was 
also provided by RISC. 

The next step will be a visit to Liberty 
Bell this month by RISC representatives and 
students educated under the RISC model. A 
presentation will be held for the public on 
Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. in the school commons.  

Students attending the conference in-
clude Libby Anderson, Sydney Gariano, Kar-
lee Heitman, Taylor Reed and Cory Reeves. 
Teachers and staff members include Deborah 
DeKalb, Jane Orme, Lynn Clark, Mike Put-
nam, Rocky Kulsrud, Jennifer Duguay, Lou 
Gates and Ray Leaver. Community members 
include Lori Northcott, Ann McCreary, Jim 
Kistner, Marty Fisher, Beth Sinclair, Deb 
Jones-Schuler, Laurie Ulmer, and school 
board members Mary Anne Quigley and Don 
Calvert.  

 
 
Do you: 
 
· Need help with a particular subject? 
· Want to improve study habits? 
· Want to raise your grade point? 
· Need to stay eligible for sports? 
  
 Tutoring before or after school can be 
arranged by contacting Valerie Potts at Lib-
erty Bell, 996-2215. The library is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays before school from 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. and after school from 3:30 
to 5:00 p.m.  Funding for this program is pro-
vided by Public School Funding Alliance. 

Tutoring Offered 
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Internet search options provide 
funds for Liberty Bell  

 
 Anyone who uses the Microsoft and 
Scholastic sponsored website 
www.searchandgive.com, can sign up to be-
come a supporter and start raising money for 
our school. Internet searches by our support-
ers will generate a Microsoft donation at the 
end of the school year. Log on to 
www.searchandgive.com 
today and choose Liberty 
Bell High School under 
the “My Charity Set-
tings” page. 
 In addition, the 
Haas Foundation pro-
vides grants to 688 public 
and private secondary schools across the state 
of Washington, including LBHS. Consider 
using www.goodsearch.com as your search 
engine and online shopping mall. Every time 
you search the internet or make an online 
purchase at one of their partner merchants, 
(after selecting the Haas Foundation as your 
charity of choice), GoodSearch will make a 
donation to the Foundation. GoodSearch is 
powered by Yahoo so you will also get great 
search results.  

Student Ad Agencies Compete for Accounts 
 

Students in the Media Literacy exploratory class, taught during second quarter by Jane Orme, 
conducted a lively and spirited competition as they learned what it’s like to try to land an advertising 
contract.  During the “Agency” unit of the class, students were divided into five advertising “agencies,” 
named their agencies (Jamparro, Phoggal, Pegasus, McLovin, and Maza), and after selecting one or 
more products for which they created ad campaigns, began the real competition. Each agency had stud-
ied persuasive techniques in advertising and created billboards, magazine, radio, and television advertis-
ing using student artwork and technology. In addition, students finally found a “legitimate” use for their 
cell phones and digital cameras. The agency technicians taped radio ads and in some cases short TV 
clips; other groups opted to present “live” broadcasts.  

Carrie Fink, Deborah DeKalb, and James Mitchell were selected as judges for the campaign 
presentations. They were asked to rate the agency projects according to theme, slogan, art work, copy, 
production, acting, and package design. The winners “won” the contract and the monetary value. For 
example, if the agency selected the electric car contract to work on, it was worth $200,000. Other prod-
ucts were toothpaste, gum, a video game, and an athletic shoe. After three class periods of spirited pres-
entations, McLovin was awarded two contracts with Pegasus coming in second. The winners won some 
treats and the coveted Two Minute Early Lunch. Congratulations on your fantastic campaigns. 
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CLASS OF 2008 

 This is an exciting time with a little stress thrown in! Seniors and their families are planning for the future. 
Part of the plan is financing this next big step.  Virtually all students should apply for financial aid.  Most will be 
eligible for some funding and some scholarships and should fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). Many colleges have priority dates in February and March, but no firm deadline for applying for finan-
cial aid.  I urge you to apply by the priority date.  This is the date by which the college needs the application in 
order to award the most attractive aid package. After this date, funds may be limited or depleted, and students may 
not get as much aid as they need.  If parents can’t have their taxes done by the deadline, it is best to estimate in-
come and get the FAFSA in by the priority deadline.  The corrected financial information can be inputted later.  
 Seniors, keep working hard! Post secondary schools look carefully at the senior year to see that students 
are keeping up with past performance.  Good luck! 

Juniors and Seniors 
 If you plan to earn an Honors Diploma, it is important that you make sure you have all the requirements. 

Please let Ms. Cardoza know if you wish to pursue this opportunity.   
SCHOLARSHIPS 

More Information in the Counselor’s Office 
Scholarship   Deadline Amount  Comments 
 
NAFB    2/15/08  $1,500  Family in agriculture-career in agriculture 
NCCE Partner Colleges  2/15/08  $5,000   Specific colleges-see application 
Wenatchee Valley College  2/15/08  Varies  Enrolled at Wenatchee Valley College 
Commitment to Agriculture 2/15/08  $1500  Career in agricultural field 
Best Buy Scholarship  2/15/08  Varies  Good grades; community service 
Community Foundation of NCW 3/1/08  Varies  Several scholarships: www.cfncw.org 
Wa. Apple Ed. Foundation  3/1/08  Varies  See file in counselor’s office 
Washington State Scholarship Fd. 3/1/08  $2,000    ased on financial need 
Wa. State Employees CU  3/1/08  Varies  Dependent of a WSECU employee 
George Washington Foundation 3/1/08  $1,050    Within Wa. state-primarily at a CC 
WA State 4-H Scholarships 3/1/08  $500  Past or present 4-H member for 2 yrs. 
Wa. State School Retirees  3/7/08  TBD  Career in education 
WASA/PEMCO   3/7/08  $1,000   Career in K-12 education 
SEMI Foundation  3/15/08  $2,000   Pursuing a career in high technology field 
PSE of Washington  3/15/08  $1,000   Dependent of a member of Public School  
        Employees of Washington 
Veterans for Peace  3/21-08  $1,000   Academic, community service 
Wa. Burglar and Fire Alarm 3/30/08  Varies  Parent or guardian works in public safety  
Jordan and Chase Brandenburg 3/31/08  $1,000  Wrestler pursuing college or vocational 
Unicel    3/31/08  $2,000   Based on community service and activities 
Nancy Duree Natural Resource 4/1/08  $1,500   Pursuing higher ed. in natural resources 
Hamilton Youth Foundation 4/1/08  $800   Natural resource activities such as 4H/FFA 

COLLEGE TESTING—SAT and ACT 
You can access the SAT and ACT web sites on the Methow Valley School District web page at www.methow.org. 
Students may ask Ms. Cardoza for a fee waiver if they are eligible for free or reduced lunch. 
SAT Register at www.collegeboard.com Fee: $43.00 
Liberty Bell School Code — 481445 
      Register by:  
June 6, 2008  Liberty Bell  May 6, 2008 
  
ACT Register at www.act.org  Fee: No writing: $31.00 With writing: $43.00 
Liberty Bell School Code — 481445  
      Register by: 
April 12, 2008  Liberty Bell  March 7, 2008 



Seniors are beginning to receive acceptance letters from colleges and post-high school  
programs.  Check out where our students might be headed next year! 

 
Sadie Bjornsen  University of Utah, University of Nevada-Reno, Montana State University 
Megan Bradshaw  Brigham Young University-Provo  
Chani Caulfield  Spain Academy of Art 
Alex Clayton  Washington State University, Canisius College, University of New Hampshire 
Taylor Clayton  University of Portland, Western Washington University  
Jamie Devin  University of Alaska-Anchorage, Montana State University, University of Utah 
Patrick Doran  Gonzaga University 
Susie Dunn  School of Therapeutic Touch and Body Work 
Amelia Hanron  Ithaca College 
Chelsea Hill,   Eastern Washington U, Wenatchee Valley College, Pierce, CC 
Phillip Houk  Evergreen College 
Jamie Jensen  Wenatchee Valley College 
Brandi Johnson  Washington State University, Western Washington University, Montana State U 
Casey Kutz  Montana State University 
Marielle LeDuc  Linfield College 
Lacey Lundgren  Bluestone Academy 
Liz McNutt  Eastern Washington University 
Kindra Oliveros  Eastern Washington University, University of Idaho 
Kylie Paluck  Eastern Washington University 
Connie Renne  Seattle Art Institute 
Tesla Schamel  Art Institute of Seattle, Art Institute of  Portland 
Mary Saunders  University of Portland, University of San Diego, University of Oregon 
Lainey Wilson  University of Nevada-Las Vegas, University of Arizona 
Alison Wolfe  Eastern Oregon University 
Lucas Yockey  Eastern Washington University, University of Idaho 

 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

· Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) is a program through which degree-seeking students from a par-
ticipating state may enroll in other participating state institutions and programs at a special, reduced tuition 
level.  Tuition for WUE students will be in-state fees plus 50% of that amount, which is substantially less than 
non-resident tuition.  A list of participating institutions is available in the counseling office.  For more infor-
mation, consult the WUE Bulletin at www.wiche/sep/wue.  If you have more questions contact Ms. Cardoza. 

· Step by step college planning timelines at nextSTEPmag.com/StepbyStep for 9th through 12 graders. 
· PSAT scores and information sent home with 10th and 11 graders who took the test.  Visit collegeboard.com/

quickstart for a free college planning kit and a personalized SAT study plan. 
· Independent Electrical Contractors of Washington Apprenticeship and Training Program is accepting applica-

tions for future careers in the Construction Electrician filed. For more information, call 1-800-595-0900.  
· Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps is available for college bound leaders. Visit armyrotc.com for more 

details. 
· Information on community colleges, vocational schools and programs, and 4-year universities is available in 

the counselor’s office for students and parents to peruse. 
· Campus tours are available at all colleges.  Appointments can be made with college admissions representatives 

for students to meet college students, sit in on classes, visit the dorms....Call Ms. Cardoza for more informa-
tion or contact the school you wish to visit. 

 
COLLEGE, SCHOLARSHIP AND FINANCIAL AID 

www.fafsa.ed.gov (federal financial aid);  www.hecb.wa.gov (State Higher Education Coordinating Board) 
www.collegeplan.org (college planning network); www.wa.dollars-forscholoars.org (scholarship search)   

www.fastweb.com (scholarships, colleges and financial aid); www.petersons.com (Peterson’s Education Center) 
www.princetonreview.com (Princeton Review); www.usbank.com/studentbanking (internet scholarship program 

www.collegeboard.com (SAT/PSAT/college search/financial aid information);  
   

 


